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Abstract

Cyanobacterial harmful algal blooms (cyanoHABs) have increased in prevalence in recent years,

threatening 0.5% of potable water on earth. Microcystins, a class of toxins that can be produced

in a cyanoHAB, are particularly harmful to humans and ecosystems alike. Microcystin-LR

(MC-LR) is among the most toxic and the most common microcystins. Though biosensors have

recently shown impressive capabilities in detecting microcystins, exhibiting high sensitivity,

selectivity, and portability, traditional Raman spectroscopy combined with modern machine

learning may still offer a path to sensitive, portable detection of MC-LR. The objective of this

project focuses on evaluating the efficacy of three machine learning algorithms at detecting

MC-LR in water at concentrations near the EPA’s benchmark limit of 1 μg/L. Raman spectra

were collected from MC-LR dilutions in water at concentrations ranging from 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L.

A sample size of n=1000 Raman spectra was achieved, and spectral preprocessing methods

including background subtraction of water, z-score feature normalization, and baseline removal

were employed. Regression models to predict MC-LR concentration in water from Raman

spectral data were built using three machine learning algorithms: kernel support vector machine

for regression (SVR), regression deep neural network (DNN), and partial least squares regression

(PLSR). These three models are compared using mean-square-error (MSE) and

mean-absolute-error (MAE) to evaluate their efficacy for predicting MC-LR concentrations in

the range of 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L. After validation of the models on test data (n=200), MSE values

were found to increase in the order of PLSR without feature normalization (0.191) < PLSR with

feature normalization (0.199) < SVR (0.432) < DNN (3.155).
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Introduction

Water safety monitoring is an area of increasing urgency throughout the world. In the

United States, 68% of people get their drinking water from public water systems which are

supplied by surface water sources such as rivers and lakes.1 In response to climate change,

cyanobacterial harmful algal blooms (cyanoHABs) have increased in prevalence, and the toxins

produced by the algae pose a threat to the 0.5% of potable water on earth.2,3 Microcystins (MCs)

are a diverse class of hepatotoxins produced by these cyanoHABs; over 90 MCs have been

identified, and microcystin-LR (MC-LR) is the most prevalent and among the most toxic.4

Monitoring concentration of MC in water is paramount to public health and safety.

Detection is a difficult task because the safe concentration threshold is low and over 90 variants

of MCs exist. In 2019, the EPA recommended that ambient water swimming advisories be issued

when MC-LR concentration reaches 8 μg/L.5 In drinking water, the maximum accepted MC-LR

concentration is 1 μg/L according to the World Health Organization (WHO) and 1.6 μg/L for

adults, according to the EPA.5,6

Biosensors have recently shown impressive capabilities in detecting MCs, exhibiting high

sensitivity, selectivity, and portability.7 For example, in 2019 a surface-enhanced Raman

scattering (SERS) spectroscopic immunosensor was able to achieve a limit of detection of 0.014

μg/L and a linear dynamic detection range of 0.01 to 100 μg/L with respect to MC-LR, orders of

magnitude better than the commercial enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) test.8

However, biosensors are still in development and require testing in various field settings.7

As an alternative to the recent successes of biosensors, traditional Raman spectroscopy

may still offer a path to sensitive detection of MC-LR. Raman spectroscopy is based on a

phenomenon called Raman scattering (inelastic scattering of photons). A laser with a fixed
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wavelength (which is not absorbed by the sample) is directed at the sample causing the reflected

photons to increase or decrease in energy. This energy shift is measured by a detector after

filtering reflected light, which gives information about the vibrational modes of the sample.9 In

Raman spectroscopy the phenomenon of most interest is Stokes Raman scattering, where

reflected photons increase their vibrational energy state ( ) through a virtual state∆𝑣 >  0

transition. In other words, Raman spectroscopy provides a direct measure of the vibrational

energies of the substance being sampled, providing a unique chemical fingerprint in the form of a

spectrum. Further, Raman-based methods overall offer distinct advantages over other types of

vibrational spectroscopy, such as traditional IR spectroscopy, because water has weak

Raman-scattering, allowing samples to be directly analyzed in aqueous form. Raman scattering is

typically very weak compared to Rayleigh scattering, but the use of edge or notch filters for laser

rejection can enhance the detection of inelastically scattered photons. Other techniques to

enhance detection of Raman scattering have been employed, such as SERS and drop coating

deposition Raman (DCDR), both of which are more sensitive than traditional Raman

spectroscopy, but both require more complex sample preparation, which is not practical for field

monitoring of MCs.6,8 Still, traditional Raman spectroscopy is most often associated with

determination of molecular structure and qualitative analysis, and is not typically associated with

quantitative analysis reaching low detection limits because weak inelastic scattering of laser

photons may only result in very subtle changes in spectra, which elementary fitting methods are

unable to detect.10

However, when combined with recent advances in machine learning (ML) and deep

learning spectral analysis techniques, it may be possible to use Raman spectroscopy to achieve

detection of MC-LR at concentrations comparable with those of DCDR or SERS, which would
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suggest the combination of Raman and modern ML methods could be useful for detection of MC

at concentrations near the EPA’s lowest limit of 1 μg/L.5 With a sensitive enough spectral

analysis technique, Raman spectroscopy may be able to offer a reliable approach to monitor low

concentrations of MCs in solution.

Significance

The development of a rapid, non-destructive approach to detect even low concentrations

of MC in water would enable effective management and control of these toxins.7 A detection

approach that meets these criteria is crucial in order to prevent associated health risks — such as

headaches, fever, diarrhea, abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting — from drinking or swimming

in water containing MCs.11 Although traditional statistical data analysis methods used with

Raman spectroscopy are not suited for detecting low concentrations of MC in water, the Raman

spectroscopic experimental technique meets other criteria for a suitable MC detection method

because it is rapid, requires minimal sample preparation, is non-destructive, and can even be

applied using portable Raman spectrometers.

By applying modern machine learning techniques to Raman spectra collected across

various concentrations of MC-LR in solution, there is potential to improve the sensitivity of

Raman data analysis to low concentrations of MC-LR. In an improvement from basic statistical

analysis methods, certain multivariate analysis methods excel at processing Raman and IR

spectral data because of their ability to more accurately differentiate between subtle spectral

changes with respect to concentration which may be overlooked with other techniques.12,13 A

more advanced ML algorithm is better poised to distinguish between different concentrations of

an analyte by learning minor changes in the peak intensity and peak shape of the Raman spectra

at different analyte concentrations. Beyond MC detection, using machine learning to improve
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Raman’s limit of detection could apply to many other challenges such as determining illicit

substance concentration, disease diagnoses, and determining aqueous food ingredient

concentration.14–16

Methods

Overview

Raman spectra were collected from solutions of MC-LR diluted in water at 100

concentrations within range 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L according to the procedure described below. After

Raman spectra acquisition, a sample size of n=1000 Raman spectra was achieved. All spectra

were pre-processed via background subtraction of the average water spectrum calculated

throughout data collection. Three machine learning models were then individually trained and

tested on collected spectra according to a 80/20 train-test split: kernel support vector machine for

regression (SVR), regression deep neural network (DNN), and partial least squares regression

(PLSR). Further feature selection experiments were performed to compare the mean-square-error

(MSE) of each model.

Procedure

Sample Preparation

MC-LR was purchased commercially (Enzo Life Sciences) and prepared in aqueous

solutions at concentrations ranging from 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L (Table A). To create the stock solution

of 10 μg/L MC-LR, Milli-Q water was repeatedly pipetted into the purchased sample vial

containing 500 μg of solid MC-LR, the vial was sonicated for 2 minutes, then the contents were

aspirated to attain a from-vial solution concentration of 500 μg/L MC-LR. The stock solution of
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10 μg/L was then prepared from this from-vial solution, and used to prepare 100 sample vials by

aliquoting of Milli-Q water and stock solution according to the volumes in Table B and Table C.

The resulting 100 sample vials prepared at concentrations described in Table A were stored at

refrigerator temperature while not in use.

Raman Spectral Acquisition

A 532 nm polarized Raman spectrometer with a 600 blaze grating was used to collect all

spectra, and a sample size of n=1,000 was achieved. Exposure time was set to 0.1 second, with

each recorded spectrum averaged among 20 exposures. All sample vials were removed from the

refrigerator before sample collection to allow for equilibration to room temperature. To collect

10 averaged spectra for each concentration represented in Table A, the corresponding sample vial

was shaken for 20 seconds, then ~2 mL of solution was transferred from the corresponding

sample vial into the sample cuvette. The cuvette was rinsed twice with Milli-Q water between

each sample collection. Also, 10 water spectra were collected every 5 samples in order to form

an average water spectrum for background subtraction. Each spectrum was saved in csv format

as a 1 x 1339-dimensional array, where each entry corresponds to an intensity at a wavenumber.

Table A. Sample concentration distribution for prepared vials of MC-LR in water (μg/L).

A B C D E F G H I J

1 0.001 0.015 0.15 0.65 0.8 1.1 2.1 3.1 4.1 5.1

2 0.002 0.02 0.2 0.66 0.85 1.2 2.2 3.2 4.2 5.2

3 0.003 0.03 0.25 0.67 0.9 1.3 2.3 3.3 4.3 5.3

4 0.004 0.04 0.3 0.68 0.91 1.4 2.4 3.4 4.4 5.4
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5 0.005 0.05 0.35 0.69 0.93 1.5 2.5 3.5 4.5 5.5

6 0.006 0.06 0.4 0.7 0.95 1.6 2.6 3.6 4.6 5.6

7 0.007 0.07 0.45 0.71 0.97 1.7 2.7 3.7 4.7 5.7

8 0.008 0.08 0.5 0.72 0.98 1.8 2.8 3.8 4.8 5.8

9 0.009 0.09 0.55 0.73 0.99 1.9 2.9 3.9 4.9 5.9

10 0.01 0.1 0.6 0.75 1 2 3 4 5 6

Table B. Volume matrix (μg/L) of 10 μg/L MC-LR stock solution to prepare sample vials.

A B C D E F G H I J

1 0.002 0.03 0.3 1.3 1.6 2.2 4.2 6.2 8.2 10.2

2 0.004 0.04 0.4 1.32 1.7 2.4 4.4 6.4 8.4 10.4

3 0.006 0.06 0.5 1.34 1.8 2.6 4.6 6.6 8.6 10.6

4 0.008 0.08 0.6 1.36 1.82 2.8 4.8 6.8 8.8 10.8

5 0.01 0.1 0.7 1.38 1.86 3 5 7 9 11

6 0.012 0.12 0.8 1.4 1.9 3.2 5.2 7.2 9.2 11.2

7 0.014 0.14 0.9 1.42 1.94 3.4 5.4 7.4 9.4 11.4

8 0.016 0.16 1 1.44 1.96 3.6 5.6 7.6 9.6 11.6

9 0.018 0.18 1.1 1.46 1.98 3.8 5.8 7.8 9.8 11.8

10 0.02 0.2 1.2 1.5 2 4 6 8 10 12

Table C. Volume matrix (μg/L) of Milli-Q water used to prepare sample vials.
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A B C D E F G H I J

1 19.998 19.97 19.7 18.7 18.4 17.8 15.8 13.8 11.8 9.8

2 19.996 19.96 19.6 18.68 18.3 17.6 15.6 13.6 11.6 9.6

3 19.994 19.94 19.5 18.66 18.2 17.4 15.4 13.4 11.4 9.4

4 19.992 19.92 19.4 18.64 18.18 17.2 15.2 13.2 11.2 9.2

5 19.99 19.9 19.3 18.62 18.14 17 15 13 11 9

6 19.988 19.88 19.2 18.6 18.1 16.8 14.8 12.8 10.8 8.8

7 19.986 19.86 19.1 18.58 18.06 16.6 14.6 12.6 10.6 8.6

8 19.984 19.84 19 18.56 18.04 16.4 14.4 12.4 10.4 8.4

9 19.982 19.82 18.9 18.54 18.02 16.2 14.2 12.2 10.2 8.2

10 19.98 19.8 18.8 18.5 18 16 14 12 10 8

Regression Machine Learning Modeling

Three regression models were built: kernel support vector machine for regression (SVR),

regression deep neural network (DNN), and partial least squares regression (PLSR) model. The

average water spectrum was subtracted from all train and test spectra to produce difference

spectra. Then, baseline removal was applied to each spectrum using the IModPoly algorithm to

conduct multi-polynomial fitting.17 Second degree polynomials were used for fitting with

IModPoly. Finally, feature normalization to ensure a zero mean and unit variance was explored

with one model for each algorithm. To prevent data leaking, features were normalized separately

for the train and test datasets.
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Figure 1: Flowchart of preprocessing methods and regression model construction.

Models were trained and evaluated with an 80/20 train-test split using the spectra and

their associated MC-LR concentrations as labels. Prediction performance of the three models in

the range 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L MC-LR was evaluated using MSE of the withheld test data (n=200),

with n=1,000 being the number of spectra and and being predicted and observed values,𝑦
𝑖

𝑦̂

respectively.15 I hypothesized that the DNN would outperform the kernel SVM, which would

outperform the PLSR algorithm, with MSE values increasing in order of DNN < SVR < PLSR.

Mean-absolute-error (MAE) was also used for validation of each model on withheld test data.

𝑀𝑆𝐸 =    𝑖=1

𝑛

∑  (�̂� − 𝑦
𝑖
) 2

𝑛

Formula 1. Mean-square-error (MSE) formula, where is the predicted value and i is the true𝑦̂ 𝑦

value.
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𝑀𝐴𝐸 =    𝑖=1

𝑛

∑  | �̂� − 𝑦
𝑖
 |

𝑛

Formula 2. Mean-absolute-error (MAE) formula, where is the predicted value and i is the𝑦̂ 𝑦

true value.

A deep neural network for regression was built using Keras with the architecture detailed

in Figure 1, and ReLu activation was used for all hidden layers. A bias term was appended to

each example and initialized to 0 to extend each 1 x 1339-dimensional spectrum to 1 x 1340. The

MSE loss function was used for training and the Adam optimizer was used for stochastic

gradient descent. The batch size was chosen to be 32, a kernel initializer of type normal was

chosen for each layer, the model was trained for 150 epochs, and early stopping was employed

when validation loss did not improve between epochs. An 80/20 train-test split was conducted

before training and evaluating the model. No feature normalization was conducted for the DNN

model.
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Figure 2. DNN model architecture for training on full Raman spectrum.

A kernel SVR was built using scikit-learn using the radial basis function (RBF) kernel.

An 80/20 train-test split was conducted before fitting and evaluating the model. Additionally

features were normalized to ensure a zero mean and unit variance. To prevent data leaking,

features were normalized separately for the train and test datasets.

A PLSR model was built using scikit-learn. K-fold cross-validation (k=10) was

conducted for 3 epochs on training data after an 80/20 train-test split in order to perform

component analysis, building components which are correlated with MC-LR concentration

changes.10 The number of partial least squares components used was determined before fitting

based on which optimal number of components minimized MSE during k-fold cross-validation

of training data (k=10). Additionally, features were normalized to ensure a zero mean and unit
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variance. To prevent data leaking, features were normalized separately for the train and test

datasets.

Results and Discussion

Water Spectra and Raw MC-LR Spectra

An average Raman spectrum of water was obtained by averaging water spectra collected

every 50 spectra (n=210) in order to account for day-to-day environmental differences

potentially affecting the background.

Figure 3. Averaged water spectrum built from water spectra collected every 5 vials.
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Figure 4. Stock solution Raman spectrum (10 μg/L) overlayed with the average water Raman

spectrum.

Evaluation of Machine Learning Regression Models

DNN

For the DNN model, using difference spectra, baseline subtraction, but unnormalized

features for train and test data, an average test MSE of 3.155 and average MAE of 1.497 were

achieved averaging among three separately trained models (Figure 6). The loss plot of a trained

model shows oscillation of the validation loss while the training loss decreases as epochs

progress (Figure 5). To prevent overfitting, early stopping was used, where the model selected

for evaluation on test data used the weights at the last checkpoint with minimal validation loss.

After evaluating the DNN models on test data (n=200), concentrations appear to be

consistently overpredicted in the true concentration range 0.001 - 1 μg/L, and underpredicted by

15



5 - 6 μg/L in the true concentration range 4 - 6 μg/L. However, the model appears to predict

concentrations with low error in the range 1 - 4 μg/L (Figure 6).

Figure 5. Regression DNN loss plot during training, where loss indicates training loss,

and val_loss indicates validation loss.
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Figure 6. Prediction scatter plot of test data (n=200) from the regression DNN model.

Figure 7.  Prediction error histogram of test data (n=200) from the regression DNN

model.
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SVR

For the RBF kernel SVR model, test MSE of 0.432 and MAE of 0.371 were achieved by

using difference spectra, baseline removal, and normalized features separately for train and test

data (Figure 8).

After evaluating on test data (n=200), concentrations appear to be predicted with

moderate error in the true concentration range 0 - 1 μg/L and somewhat underpredicted in the

range 4 - 6 μg/L. However, the SVR model appears to predict concentrations with low error in

the range 0.001 - 4 μg/L (Figure 9). For a small number of test spectra with true concentration

around 6 μg/L MC-LR, concentration was significantly underpredicted (Figure 8).
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Figure 8. Prediction scatter plot of test data (n=200) from the RBF SVR model trained on

spectra preprocessed with baseline removal and normalized features.
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Figure 9. Absolute error scatter plot of test data (n=200) from the RBF SVR model trained on

spectra preprocessed with baseline removal and normalized features.

Figure 10. Prediction error histogram of test data (n=200) from the RBF SVR model trained on

spectra preprocessed with baseline removal and normalized features.

PLSR

Using difference spectra, baseline subtraction, and scaled features for train and test data,

test MSE of 0.199 and MAE of 0.353 were achieved using 16 partial least squares components

(Figure 12). The optimal number of PLS components was determined by comparing MSE of

PLSR models with an increasing number of PLS components, and choosing the number of

components which minimized MSE on the training dataset (Figure 11). When features were not

scaled when evaluating the test data, a test MSE of 0.191 and MAE of 0.332 was recorded

(Figure 13).
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After evaluating the model on test data (n=200), concentrations appear to be predicted

with low error in the true concentration range 0.001 - 5 μg/L when baseline removal and feature

normalization was applied to the data. Also, concentrations were mildly underpredicted by 1.5 -

2 μg/L for 2-3 test examples in the range 5.5 - 6 μg/L. When baseline removal was applied to

data but not feature normalization was not, concentrations of 2 test examples with true

concentrations between 0.001 - 0.5 μg/L were underpredicted by 1 - 1.5 μg/L (Figure 17).

Figure 11. Mean-square-error (MSE) of PLSR models vs. number of PLS components used.
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Figure 12.  PLSR prediction scatter plot of test data (n=200) using baseline removal and

normalized features.

Figure 13.PLSR prediction scatter plot of test data (n=200) using baseline removal and

normalized features.
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Figure 14. PLSR test errors using baseline removal and normalization of features.

Figure 15. PLSR test errors using baseline removal without normalization of features

23



Figure 16. PLSR error histogram using baseline removal and feature normalization.

Figure 17. PLSR error histogram using baseline without feature normalization.

24



Comparison of Machine Learning Models

It was hypothesized that for prediction of MC-LR concentration on withheld test data in

the range 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L, the DNN would outperform the kernel SVM, which would

outperform PLSR models, with MSE values increasing in order of DNN < SVR < PLSR. After

evaluating each trained model on test data (n=200), MSE values were found to increase in the

order of PLSR without feature normalization (0.191) < PLSR with feature normalization (0.199)

< SVR (0.432) < DNN (3.155). These results do not support the hypothesis for MSE of the three

models.

Table  D. Performance of trained models on test data (n=200) with varying spectral

preprocessing methods. Metrics here are recorded as mean-square error (MSE),

mean-absolute-error (MAE).

When predicting concentration of MC-LR in water in the range 0.001 to 6.0 μg/L, PLSR

models with background subtraction of water and baseline removal were found to perform best

compared to kernel SVR and DNN models. Superior performance of PLSR models may be due
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to the use of PLS components to effectively select combinations of features which are correlated

with MC-LR concentration.10 In contrast, SVR and DNN models were built and evaluated using

all features in each 1 x 1339 dimensional Raman spectrum, which likely incorporated redundant

spectral information into the models and impaired performance.

Among all models evaluated, the PLSR model with baseline removal and normalization

performed most consistently among the entire concentration range 0.001 - 6 μg/L, with minor

underpredictions by 1.5 - 2 μg/L in the true concentration range 5.5 - 6 μg/L (Figure 14). The

PLSR model with baseline removal but not normalization also performed consistently, but

suffered from minor underprediction error by 1 - 1.5 μg/L in the true concentration range 0.001 -

0.5 μg/L (Figure 15).

When considering the potential efficacy of models for MC-LR monitoring, DNN and

SVR models may benefit from dimensionality reduction of spectra to improve prediction of high

concentrations of MC-LR, as both models underpredicted concentration for 2-3 test examples

(Figures 7, 10). In particular, underprediction errors of high concentrations of MC-LR above the

EPA limits of 1 μg/L for drinking water and 1.8 μg/L for swimming water have potential to be

especially harmful if made in practice, therefore future work exploring additional preprocessing

methods or data augmentation for DNN and SVR methods is suggested. Experimental error

during sample preparation or collection of Raman spectra is another potential explanation for

these underpredictions observed at high concentrations by DNN and SVR models. As a result,

future work is suggested to replicate sample preparation and collection of Raman spectra.

Deposition Study

26

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?VXGibr


After observing peak shrinkage as acquisition of frames for each concentration

progressed, potential MC-LR deposition in water was studied in the stock solution of 10 μg/L

(Figure 18). Within the ten frames collected for each concentration, consistent peak shrinkage

and decrease in peak intensity were observed in the symmetric -OH stretching region around

3410 cm-1 as spectral acquisition for a single sample progressed. For example, this can be

observed among the difference spectra of the stock (10.0 μg/L) in Figure 18, where the

subtracted peaks around 3100 and 3500 cm-1 appear to shrink as collection progresses from

frame 1 to 10 over time. Similar patterns of peak shrinking in the -OH stretching region were

observed during collection of spectra with sample concentrations in the range 0.001 - 6.0 μg/L.

Potential MC-LR deposition in water was further studied in the stock solution of 10 μg/L,

and a heatmap in Figure 19 shows intensity (a.u.) at each Raman shift wavenumber (cm-1) over

500 frames. Although the heat map did not confirm significant deposition of the MC-LR through

a decrease in intensity over time around 3410 cm-1 (Figure 18), future work is suggested to

compare the peak intensity over time for MC-LR among known solvents for MC-LR including

100% ethanol, methanol, and dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO).18
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Figure 18. Difference spectra for 10 frames of MC-LR stock (10.0 μg/L).

Figure 19. Heat map for Raman intensity of MC-LR stock over 500 frames (10 μg/L).
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Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) for Area Under the Curve of Difference Spectra

All 1,000 Raman difference spectra of MC-LR in water were cropped to the region 2699

cm-1 to 3827 cm-1, which contains the peak for the OH stretching mode in the Raman spectrum of

water.19 The area under the curve (AUC) of each cropped spectrum was then calculated using

Simpson’s rule. The resulting AUC was plotted for each of the 1,000 samples, representing 100

separate concentrations (Figure 20). Several outliers were observed among these AUC values,

which could indicate the presence of experimental error, especially for samples F1 through H10.

Figure 20. Area under the curve (AUC) 1000 samples of MC-LR difference spectra

cropped to the region  2699 cm-1 to 3827 cm-1.

In order to determine if the spectra of MC-LR in water differed significantly among

different concentration groups, ANOVA testing was conducted on the AUC values for the
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cropped regions calculated above. There were 100 groups used, each group corresponding to a

sample concentration in the range 0.001 - 6.0 μg/L from Table A. After conducting a one-way

ANOVA test with an alpha value of 0.01, we reject the null hypothesis and conclude that the

mean AUC is significantly different among some Raman spectra for the various concentrations

of MC-LR (p was approximately equal to 0). However, because outliers in AUC potentially due

to experimental error were observed, a second ANOVA test was conducted excluding samples F1

through H10. After conducting this one-way ANOVA test with 80 groups and an alpha value of

0.01, we still reject the null hypothesis and conclude that the mean AUC is significantly different

among some Raman spectra for the various concentrations of MC-LR (p = 1.3E-184). Therefore,

a statistically significant difference in AUC of MC-LR Raman difference spectra in the region

2699 cm-1 to 3827 cm-1 was found after excluding samples F1 through H10 where experimental

error is assumed to have inflated the AUC.

Two chemical explanations are proposed for this statistically significant difference in

AUC among concentrations. First, ion pairing of MC-LR with water could occur if MC-LR

molecules ionize and pair with water molecules via the polar carboxylic acids, amino and amido

functions on MC-LR.20 Second, the hydrophobicity of MC-LR may also lead to micelle

formation, causing perturbations to the Raman spectrum of water as the concentration of MC-LR

in solution increases. Studies have found that Raman spectroscopy is sensitive to aggregation

dynamics and hydration shell effects, suggesting that the Raman spectrum of water could be

impacted by either of the above processes as the concentration of MC-LR in water increases.
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Conclusion

After using Raman spectra of MC-LR in water to predict concentrations of MC-LR in the

rage 0.001 - 6.0 μg/L, findings from validation of machine learning models on withheld Raman

spectra do not support the hypothesis that a DNN would outperform the kernel SVM, which

would outperform the PLSR models, with MSE values hypothesized to increase in order of DNN

< SVR < PLSR. After validation of the models on test data (n=200), MSE values were found to

increase in the order of PLSR without feature normalization (0.191) < PLSR with feature

normalization (0.199) < SVR (0.432) < DNN (3.155). Additionally, MAE values, which indicate

the average absolute prediction error (μg/L), were found to increase in the order of PLSR without

feature normalization (0.332) < PLSR with feature normalization (0.353 μg/L) < SVR (0.371

μg/L) < DNN (1.479 μg/L). Based on the results of ANOVA testing, which indicated that a

statistically significant difference in AUC of MC-LR Raman difference spectra in the OH

stretching region 2699 cm-1 to 3827 cm-1 was found, two potential chemical explanations for this

change in AUC among concentrations were proposed: ion pairing of MC-LR with water, and

MC-LR hydrophobicity leading to micelle formation. Future work is suggested to repeat

collection of Raman spectra to obtain a larger sample size with higher signal-to-noise ratio

spectra and to verify that AUC in the OH stretching region changes as a function of MC-LR

concentration. Additionally, future work is suggested to augment the sample size of Raman

spectra to greater than n = 1,000 in order to retrain and avoid overfitting of the regression DNN

models.
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