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Joseph S. Francisco completed his undergraduate studies in chemistry at the University of Texas at Austin with 
honors, and he received his Ph.D. in Chemical Physics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1983. 
Francisco spent 1983-1985 as a Research Fellow at Cambridge University in England, and returned to MIT as a 
Provost Postdoctoral Fellow. 
Dr. Francisco has received a National Science Foundation Presidential Young Investigator Award, an Alfred P. 
Sloan Fellowship, and a Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation Teacher-Scholar Award. In 1993, Francisco was a 
recipient of a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, which he spent at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the 
California Institute of Technology. In 1995, he received the Percy L. Julian Award for Pure and Applied Research, 
the highest research award from the National Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists 
and Chemical Engineers. He was selected to be a Sigma Xi National Lecturer from 1995 to 1997. In 2007, Purdue 
University presented Dr. Francisco the McCoy Award - the highest research award given to a faculty member for 
significant research contributions. He is the recipient of the Edward W. Morley Medal from the American 
Chemical Society Cleveland Section for 2011. He is a Fellow of the American Chemical Society, American Physical 
Society and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He is a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences and a member of the National Academy of Sciences. 
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